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The Initial IMO GHG strategy: What does it

mean? 

• IMO adopted the initial strategy on 
reduction of GHG emissions from ships
in 2018

• Levels of ambition (3 objectives) 
directing the Initial Strategy 



The Initial IMO GHG strategy: How ambitious

is it?

• Shipping currently accounts for 2.3 % of global CO2 emissions. 
• The initial strategy represents a significant ambition for the shipping 

sector by setting a GHG reduction pathway of at least 50% by 2050 
based on a 2008 baseline

• This deal provides a clear signal to the industry that the overarching aim 
is to end the use of fossil fuels. 



• Includes a list of short, mid and long 
term measures 

• Short-term measures: Measures 
finalized and agreed by the 
Committee between 2018 and 2023

• Mid-term measures: measures 
finalized and agreed by the 
Committee between 2023 and 2030

• Long-term measures: measures 
finalized and agreed by the 
Committee beyond 2030



Future IMO regulation related to Clean Shipping 

• Focus now is currently on developing and 
agreeing on short term measure with 
effect from 2023 and which can result in 
at least a 40% reduction in CO2 emissions 
per transport work in 2030 

• Already agreed to encourage MS to 
submit National Action Plans to IMO

• A revised strategy should be adopted in 
2023

• Expect discussions on Market Based
Measures in the near future (also
mentioned in the strategy under mid-
term measures)
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